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CHAP. 1: 
The OLD MANS Weakgtls: 


'TY ERE is no ftate or condition of men but 
ſome grace, goodneſs, or virtue, may and can 


* plant upon: as there is no occaſion but ſome fin will 


ea. 


Years, and a cloud of fickneſs doth ariſe upon him, 


. 
| iS 


grow upon, | 

Yet there is fome grace, or virt ue that is moſt 
ſuited unto ſome condition, & will grow beſt upon 
ſuch a ſoyl :therefore theApoftle 7obn ſaith, I wrize 
unto you Fathers, becauſe ye have known him that 
from the beginning . 1 write nxto you young men, bt- 
canſe ye have overcome the wicked one,J write auto you 
little children, bec au(e ye have known the Father, 1 E- 
piſtle 7ob.2.13. It is our wiſdom therefore to ob- 
ſerve what our ſtate and ſoyle.is, and to plant our 
ground accordingly. Now old age is a dry &þbar- 
ren ground. The ſtate of old age is a ſtate of weak- 
neſs and of muchinfirmity. Solowos calls it the evil 
day,Eccl.12.1. And evil it isinregard of natural 


| . andof moral infirmities. 


z Evil in regard of natural infirmities; for the 
the Clouds return after the yain.In the time of youtle 


' ifaman be ſick.and that cloud hath empticd it ſelf 
by ſome great ſickneſs,he is well again,& a fair day 
o 


health is upon him. But ifa man be ſtricken withs 


A3 though 
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©rbough that:doud ath' diſcharged i it ſelf by ſoms 


. Ereargdific r,yet he bath ill in firmitarss poſt in- 
< Lito) rhg erg atom : ſtiilit Ting in upon him and he 
can hardly fit dry in his old Cottage and therefore 
Solomen laith of this evil day , that then rhe C 1ogas 
return Aftirthe rain. Then alſo the San & Anon 
.. Stars ar darknes,that is the reaton memory,fancy, 
Gall thoſe faculties which do receive and gjve out 
j Our reaſon, v.2.Then the keeper s of the hunſe dv trem- 
b1r; that is the hands and'the arms; rhe ſtrong men 
bow themſelves, that is, the thighs and legs, and the 
Lringers ceaſe breanſe they are few, that is,the tecth , 
.E Thoſe that look ont of the windows be dbrhned, that 
$,the e EYES,, v. 3. andthe doors are ſhut in the ftrects 
' when the "ſound of the grinding #s low, that is, tac lips 
are Nut & kept cloſe [ct the meat ſhould fall out 
.of the mouth through want of teeth, ard al rhz 
 denjphters of ms fick ave brought low, that is,both the 
. Tpcech, 'bearing,v. 4. then the Almona- tree flouri- 
South, that i is, the head ' grows Hal and hoary, 4 
Graſho, per 45 4 berthes, for an old man'cannot bear 
' the Pepper 6 burden, and, deſire, faileth, that is, the ap= 
, petite unto meat,gxink,and the, Marriage ded, w, v- 
F#henthe filver Cord ts poſed, that i Is, the marrow of 
the back bone. which runneth fromthe brain 
through the reck to the bottom of the batk, & the 
Fred foi! i brokenethia + pang K 1 þ is round, 


,.-* — 


— -. 


.to pleaſe others. 
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Ciſtern,that is,the Lungs are broken off from their 
motion of reſpiration or inſpiratian: by.Phlegaw 
from the Stomack, or the circulation of the bloetl 
interrupted and hindred, Y.6, Thus thenaturaſiin= 
firmities of an oldMan,are very many,@ the day:of 
old age is an evil day in that reſpect: yea;,upon this 
account an old man is but half a man; for eyes hath 
he and ſeeth not,cars hath he and hearethinor; ci: 
_ 2But asthe day of old ago is an evil day inregagd 
ofnatural, ſo in regard of moral infixmities. Forg 
1.Then men are apt to be tgo.drowlic and: xemil: 
in thethings of God. | we Syrets M 
2. Then arethey apt to be too covetous andite> 
nacious for the things of this world:fugientem:ſequi= 
mur A1unaum: as. wantonneſs isthe young raans 


. 


yice.ſo covectouſnels is the old mans fin, | 
: 3.Then are they apt to be too timarous & fearful 
we read bur of one. man that came to Chriſt by 
night.out of fear, and he wasa rich and old man, 


. Nicodems. | 


4. Then are they. apt to be too touchy; Peeviſh, 
angry, and froward, for old age- is. a'continued 
ſickneſs, and in ſickneſs men are apt to be angry. | 

. Then are th&yalfo unapt to be taught, and 
are very unteachable, they think they know more 
then vthers, and that they are not now to learns 
E cefr(.4 13. v7 

6. Thenare they hard to be pleaſed, and as hard 
7.Full of complaiats they are of the preſent times 
prting -the former ayes of olg, which the 01® 
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gior!- of; thale ; :dayes did as much complain of, as 
ahey U6.of theſe... 

iSAtd of allmen if they. be not good, they are the 
moſt. itmpenizent, .for by cuſtom and long continu- 
ance. in. fan. —_— arc the moſt hatdned, and ſo the 
eaſt penitent. 

1.:gi Apt they. are alſo; tothink and ſpeak ofthe 
Fins of their youth with delight, ſo to commit them 
again. by. thought. and word, which they cannot 
come at by their ation. 

<..4D« They are full of ſuſpitions. and very apt ta 


Furmile, ſuſpe& and fear the worſt, for, experience 


giving. notice of former dangers keep their Souls 


Scontinual Alatia. 


| Having:therefore, and labouring under all theſe 
and other infirmities.both natural & moral a three- 
fold: work is incumbent upon the aged. Firſt, to 
conifort and bear up themſelves againſt their natu- 
ral infirmities.. 2, To ſtrengthen themſelves againſt 
their moral infirmities,& to root them out. 3. To 
plant that poſitive grace and poodnefs in the room 
thereof which doth beſt ſuit with their "_ and 


comition. < 
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CHAP. I. 


Gm againſt the aptural infirmities of old 'f 


age dre very many. 


x:Chr it kimſelf did bear them;S&: gill as our high 
Prieft, | 


The'01 Mans Staff. 
Prieft doth ſympathize with us under thetn, ſuch 


did he fingle out for his care & cure, when he was. 


here on Earth, Foh.5, there were many that lay by 
thePool of Bertheſday,among the reſt there was oge 
that had lien ſick and diſeaſed 38. years. A yoling 
man therefore he was not, he would have ſtept into 
the Pool,but others ſtept in before him,and he had 
no man to help him in. A poor negle&ed man he 
was, whom others minded not. Yer this was the 
man that Chrift came to cure, whom Chriſt mind- 
ed and ſought out, and cured, what then, though 
you be a poor,old,negleRed perfon, that havelien 
long under your infirmities, yet Chriſt hath a cure 
for you, and what though others regard you not, 
and mind you not, Chriſt hath a cure for you. The 
blind men cryed, and their cryes put Chriſt ta a 
ftand for mercy, Math.20.3 1,32. 

2. Though your infirmities be never ſo many and 
great, yet you have a peculiar honour that is twi« 
ſted with your infirmity, for it is called the Crown 
ofold age, In times of the old Teftament, they 
were to rife up and to bow before the Ancient,yea, 
it is our duty to honour them. for this honour is 
joyned and commanded with the fear of God, Lev. 
19.32. Thou ſhalt riſe ap before the boary htad, - and 
| Þonory the face of the old M1av,and fear thy God,faith 
| 2-e Lord, The fear of God,and honouriap the old 
Man,is commanded with the {ame breath,& linked 
| together inthe ſame ſentence. -_ 
| 3. Though you be very aged, yet yoo may be ves 

Ty go0d, was ttot E/i very good ? Yet very aged:: 

6 Fre os | Was 


a- _ » <4. 


*%,.* F. LS 
' 
h : 
v 
; 


op anumggy” Ix2 EAT IS OT ITY CICENS "ES" 


] »#F T he Old Mans Staff. © 


was not David very good ? yet he was very old 

when he ſaid, Lord, now /e1teſt thon thy Servant de- 

part in peace; was not Anna very good ? Yet ſhe 

was very aged: who coth not know what a-good 
man Paul was? Yet, ſaith he, Paul the agea,good 

Fobs was aged ohn. Poſfibly,then you may be ve- 
ry good, though you be very aged, labouring un- 
der much infirmity. ; 

4. And though your fleth be weak, yet the Spirit 
may be willing, the fleſh indeed & weak, laid Chriſt, 
when his Diſciples t!ept through natural infirmity, 
for it was fatc at night, and they were full of grief, 
but the Spiru is willing, ſkid healſo,. and where 
the Spirit is witing he vil paſs by the weakneſs of 
he fleſh, and accept the willingnels of the Spirit. 

5. Theſe infirmitics of old age are ſuch, as are 
not the fruit of our ova #n (the more any infirmi- 
ty is canſed by fig, the more ailiictive it is; for (in 
is the ſting of death) [ confels indeed they may be 
ſometimes 3 for the iins of youth do ſometimes bite 
ſore inage. I eat fo much of the forbidden fruit 
(ſaid a good man) when 1 was young, that God was 
fain ts give mech wormſced to kill the worm. But 
the infirmities of el age are generally the decays 
'of nature, not of grace. | 

6. They are good warnings of our change ap- 
proaching, and by them we cye daily, that at laſt 
we may dye gracioully, and comfortably. 

7- And who are thofe that God doth revealhim- 
felf unto. but to his old friends, thoſe he will ac- 
guains with his {ecrct5, ge make known his ming un- 
"4 z- 
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thenall Eag/andloth amount unto. 
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toy Fob. 12.12..with the Ancient is wiſaome, and in 
length if dayes under ſt auainge Trig 

8. And though your legs be weak, yet they may 
be ſtrong enough to carry you to Heaven, that bet- 
tt Country, wich you arc now going to, and are 
very near indeed your own pretent Country is a 

- g00d. Country, -but the Country you are now ga- 
ings to is a better Country, Heb. 11+G- 

1. Bettec in regard of buildings, whoſe buil- 
der and maker is God, Heb.1 1.10. 

2. Better in regard of Inhabitants, where ng 
unclean thing doth enter, Rev. _ | 

3. Better in regard of quietneſs, and freedome 
from trouble, where all tears ſhall! not only be wi- 
ped from our checks, but out of our eyes (as the 
Greek word bears it, Rev.7,) inſomuch as the eye 
ſhall neier breed a tear again, nor be the wombof 
tears. 

4+ Better in regard of riches, where you ſhall 
have an inheritance incorruptible, undefiled, that 
faceth not away. 

5- Better in regard of pleaſure, for ſaith the 
Plalmiſt, at ehy right hand there are rivers of. plea- 

ſares, and that for evermare, 
' 6. Better in regard of }argeneſs,for ifthe whole 

Farth be but as a pins hea in compariſon of the 
Heavens, then ſurely there is room enough in Hea- 
ven, for every one to enjoy a greater Kingdoime, 


7. Better insesard of ſelf ſubſiſtence hen - 
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#hat Country alone which doth depend uponne 
other Country. | | 
$. Better in regard of our freedome from needs 
and neceffities. It was Auguſtines Prayer. Deliver 
me, O Lord from my ncceflities. lt is a preat mer- 
Cy now to haye bread to cat when we want it, but 
it is a-greater mercy to have no need of it. A-great 
mercy it is to have a good bed to lyeon,- and ſo ta 
ſleep quietly, but.it is a greater mercy to have na 
need of bed or fleep. This is the ſtate of that Hea- 
wenly Country, where you have not theſc bleſlings, 
But where you have no need of them. 


= 9:Better alfo it is in regard of continuance, where 


eyery mercy and bleſſing grows upon the ſtalk of 
Eternity; and if it be a goad thing to have a Leafe 
ofa-good houte and Land for one hundred years, 
what a bleſſe thing then is it co have « glorious 
Manſion and Inheritance lying in the Fields of E- 
rernity ? When you come to a great Palace, and ſce 
fair Barns and Stablcs.and out-houſes,you ſay then, 
if the out-rooms and Stables beſo coſtly and fump- 
tuous, how coſtly and glorious ts this Palace with- 
in? why ? lift u2 your eyes and behold that ſpange- 
led Cannopy of the Heavens, that is over your 
head. Are not the Sun and Moon and Stars gfori- 
ous ? Yet theſe are burc the out-houſes of Heaven, 
4nd if theſe out houtes be fo plorions, how glorious 
is the Palace within ? Yet this is that Country.that 
better. Conntry, "that you are going and drawing 


nigth/tmto, an! your pallege thither is very ſhort, 
for:no-fdoncr do ye fep vu of this World, but Of 
3 godly, 
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godly, £racio1s, aud in Chrilt, you ep immediately into{that 
Country, there is no ſleeping; of the Soul after death : lome 
bave dreamed of ſuch a ſteep, but Solomon tells us that the $0- 
dy upon death goes 10 the duſt, 65 tbe Spirit yato bim ther gave ity 
Eecleſsgſtes. Chrilt ſaid to the Thiet, :bjs deyſhalt thou ve with 
me in Paradice,and the Apoltle Paul tells us that Par adice and 
the third Heaven are one and the ſame thing, 2 Cor.12. Yea 
Gaith paul, 1 am in « ſtraight berwixt two, not well gnowing whe- 
ther L ſhould defrre to dye for mine own m;oyment, OT £0 
live for the Service of the Churches, Phil. 1.22,23,24-where- 
asif the Soul did {leepin the Graye with the body, he need- 
ednot to have been in that ſtrait, / deſfre, ſaid he, ro be drſcole 
wed, and to be with Chriſt; If with Chriſt preſently, How can 
the Sonl flecp with the body in the duſt ? But we &0w, faith 
he, 2 Cor,g.1. That if our earthly honſe of tbis Tabernacte 
were diſſolved, ws bave a building of God, an bouſe not made with 
bands, Eternal iu the Reauens. What then though your corif 
houſe now be ready to fire intoa Fcaver with every ſpark bt: 
diſtemper, is there not enough in fhat houſe above to pay 
for all. ſurely there is, Why then ſhould ye not lift up your 
heads ye old men,and be of good comfort nnder all your na- 
tural in firmityes, _ 

2,Andas for your moral infirmityes,if you would ftrengthen 
your ſelf againſt them and root out thefe weeds there. 

I, Be ſure that you ſtudy and think much on Chriſt cruct- 
fred, who alone is our righteouſneſs and eur {trength, Lemp# 
tations, or fins blown out by reaſon or reſolution will "II 
light again, but quenched in the blood of Chriſt and the 
light no more. When the Iſraelites was ſtung with the fie 
ry Serpents, he did not ſtand looking on his fiwoln arm v5 
leg, but on the brazen Serpnt, and ſo was cured, Chriſt lift 
upon the Croſs is our brazen Serpent: and he hath ſaid, Jagk 
unto me O all ye ends of the Earth and be ſaved. _ 
2,Then by way of conſideration think,and think much with 
your ſelyes, what an evil.thing it is to fin when a man is rea» 

y todye, Thus youleave not your ſin, but your {fin you. .? 
3. Be fure that you denot chew the Cud of your-formef 
by muſing oh then with deligbt, for thereby you jt 
I | : 
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feyour former praQiice, but rather mourn over them, fbr- 
the way.to be kept from future fins is to mourn for former, | 


and the way to be kept from fins uf oid Age, is to mourn for 
the fins of our youtl:, 

4. But above all things, (under your ſtudy of Chriſt cruci- 
ked)be {ure that you tfrengrhen your love to Ged in;Chriltt, 
for if the honghs of the Tree be weak,the way to ſtrengthen 
them is, not to carry up dung to the bouughs, but to lay the 
dung to the root, for by itrengthening the Root, you ſtreng= 
then th2 branches, Now the Root of a!] our mortitication is 
love,for love is the cauſe of hatred, Te that love the Lord hate 
evil. Love to Godeats out our love to fin, as the fear of God 
eats out our fear of men, and your love to God is ftrengthe- 
ned by the fight of his love to you, For lore is the cauſe of 
tore, the more we [ce Gods love to us, the more we love 
him, and do hate our fins, Would you therefore take up 
your finful weeds by the roots ? Then ſtrengthen your love, 
and this ſhall be a Stat in your hand to firengthen and bear 
Fou up under all your infirmities both natural and moral 


CHAP, II, 
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LF Ve there is yet one thingremaining an incumbent on 
the Aged, and that is, to plant the poſitive grace and 
virtve, which dotb beſt ſuit with his foyl and condition. 

Queſt. What are thoſe good things therefore that 01d men Ce 
petialy are te do tr their 014 Age, | 
Anſw, 7, They are full of experienc>, and therefore 
ſhould be full of Faith ; For thongh-Gods word only be the 
round of our Faith, yet experience is a great h=Ip to Faith, 
ow there isa Eaith of rel;aftce, and a Faith of ailurance, 
Faith of relyance juſtifies, Faith of aflurance comforts, Old 
mon therefore are to exerciſe the Faitl: of relyance, relying 
upon Ohgifts rightegyſnsſs, renguncing their own, andto 
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EXerciſe the Faith of allurance ; For itis il dying with a 
dothting Soul. As Zeal is the young mans virtue, fo Faith 
1s the old mans grace. BE 6 
2. Then it is the:r work and duty to renew their repens 
tance, for tlicy ar. thortly to appear before the Lord, and 
to gife an accoun. Fall that they have done in the fleſh 3 &, 
will they appear betore Di: 1n their filthy rags. Now chough 
we are only waihed trem our fins by the blood of Chritt un- 
to Juſiihcation, ict we are waſhed from our filth by the 
Hard ofr- p<ntance unto ſandtitication,  Foras God promis 
ſed to waſh us with clean water, ſo he commands us to wath 
our ſe}; cs, 1/ai.1, And 1fa man will not.wath and rep<titat 
Jait, when will he repznt ? When the leaves are 'offthe 
trees, vie ſee the birds neafts in the Trees and buſhes, Now 
In 01; old age our leaves are oft, then therefore we may ſee 
thoſe neafts of fin, and Jults in our kearts and lives, which 
we ſaw not before, and ſo be ſenſible and repent of them, '- 
3, Thenar= thy alſo to be much in reading the Scriptnre, 
M.ditation, and Prayer, for by this reading they ſhall gain 
knc. ledge ; by meditation upon their reading they ſhall 
add afettion to their knowledge, and by Prayer they ſhaft 
add devotion unto their afſeCtion, $i "0 
4. And becauſe they are ready to weegh Anker, and to ſet 
ſail tor the other World, it wil be good for them to obſerve 
what is the proper work of this World, and to be mach 
therein : For every #hig is beautiful in the time thereof. Now 
Is a time for Believing : {Heaven 1i$no time for Faith, for m 
Heaven we live by fight, Now isa time for repentance, in 
Heaven there is no repentance, for there is no ſorrow. Now - 
55a time for Patience, in Heaven there is no Patience under 
Attiiction, for there is no Affliction. Now isa time of hearing 
the Word preached, and for Sacraments and Ordinances; 
there is no preaching, Sacraments and Ordinances in Hea- 
ven, Now 1s a time to relieve the Poor, in Heaven there js 
no room for ſuch charity: Itis that Country where no beg- 
gar lyes at your door, Now'is a time to obſerve our Relati- 
ons, in Heaven there are no ſuch Relations, for tbcy neither 
Marry, nor are given in #1arrioge, biwar; as the Angots, Now 
| Fs? | therefore; 
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therefore, what ever is in the power of your band todo, dd 
It witb all your might, for i the grave there is no work, nor 
in Heaven there is none of this work whether you are g0- 
Ivg. This therefore, that is tobe done here and canndt be 
done there, is now to be done eſpecially, | _ 
6: Then itis the old mans work and duty to live muclt 
Sn little time, & to be more exa& and ſtrict in his life then 
ever,for the nearer the ſtone comes to the Center, the faſter 
It moves ; the more wiſdome any man hath, the more ex- 
agaly he works, Wiſdome and exadtnefs go together. Ste 
you walk exaith, not us fools, but as wiſe,layesthe Apoſtle; 
Now gray hairs ſhould be found in the way of wiſdom : and 
#he more frequently a man doth work, the more exactly he 
may do the ſame. Now thoſe that are ancient, have,or ſhould 
hare been frequent in holy duties, they therefore of all men 
are to bve & walk moſt exaGly, Thus it ſhall not be ſaid of 
them,as Seneca ſays of one,be did not ljve long,but he was long. 
6. Then are tbey to knock off from the World, and te uſe 
the World as if they uſed it not, for the faſhion of this World 
pc ene 1 the 1ime is ſbort,therefore theirmoderation ſhould 
2c £38008 120 61] men, for the Lord is at hand, Ifatooth be to 
be drawnand the _ be cut,the tooth doth come out with 
eaſe, but if it be falt ſet in the gum, and not firſtfooſnedfrom 
Khe gum, it comes out with much difficulty ; and what isthe 
reaton that many dye with ſuch difficulty ; but becauſe they 
are ſofaſt (et in therr worldly gums, they are not 4Jooſned 
From their relations, Good therefore it is for old men, who 
are upon the brink of death tocut their gum, and to looſen 
themſelves from this world and all their Relations. 
7. Thenlettheold man take heed of all thoſe evils, that 
way and will ſtayn the glory of his old Age, Allſfns doleave 
a blot and ſtain behind them, but youthful fins do eſpecially 
Rain old age. For the fin is the greater as it is more.contra- 


ry to the finner, It is an evil thing for any man to beugguſt, 


but worlt fora Judge to be ſo, becauſe thereisa ſpecialyd- 
pugnancy betwixt the fin & the ſinner: now there isa [peg- 


al repugnancy betwixt old men and youthful 1ns.Gie mea 
Young man indued withan 91d maps yirtue, Wiſdggae-Give 
ONT me 


proac 
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me an old man induzd with 3 ronng mans grace, Zeal. But 
young, man vitiaced with an v1d mans fin, Coretouſneſs gr 
2n 0d man defiled with a yc:ing mans fin, Wantonn -l> are 
an abomination both to God and man, and aie. ained d ep= 
ly and greatly, A certain Zacedemenian being asked Why he 
ſuffered kis Beard to grow ſolcng ; To the end, ſaid he, that t00g= 
ing on my white hairs 1 may be put inmind, #0; to do any © be” 

ſeeming my hoary whiteneſs. 

8. Then it is their, diity alſo to prepar- for death. theis 
great change and diffolution, it was the complaint of Caſar 
Pergin:, When 1 lived, 1 provided for every thing but death, now [ 
am r-adyto dye, 1 am not provided to dye ; Such providers in the 
world there are very many,but ſhall I provide for a Journey 
ard not for this great Journey ? This 13 every ans work, 
but the 51d mans eſpecially. For though the young mans 
Candle may go out,the old mans will and ſhall, 

Queſt, Zxt what ſhould rhe 01d man do that he may be fit to dje3 

Keſp. God will give dying grace upon dying ground,yet. 

1. He muſt he ſure todo the work of this pre{ent day,the 
only way to be fit for the work of the Morrow, is todo the 
work of the preſent day, 

2, Then let him examine? himſelfand make his recko- 
nings even with God, that when he comes to dye, he may 
have nothing to do but to dye. ; 

3. Then let him reſign and give up himſelf, and will to 
God afreſh, Thus Chrift did as ſoon as he drew nigh to death, 
If it be poffible, ſaid he, let this cup paſs, yet not my will, but thy 
ill be done, which he did again andagain, at his firſt ap 
proach unto death, and this he did in his latt words, Father 
imo thy hands I commnd nhy Spirit. 

4, Lethim long after Heaven, and not he afraid to dyes 
for if he be in Chriſt, death it ſelf is his, Allthines are your s, 
fajth the Apoltle, life and death, for je are Chrifts, and who is 
afraidof his own? The Child isnotafraid of the great Ma- 
Riff, but puts his hand into the Dogs mouth, and if you ask 
him why fo ? For he is our own Dog ſaith the Child, Naw 
Sfa min be in Chciit, this great Maſtiff Death is his own and 
therefore why would be b2 EY beregt? Xeahy ſhould 
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he not be willing todye? was Fliab unwilling to go into the 
fiery Chariot ? Is the Child unwilling to ride home, becauſe 
It isa trotting horſe that he muſt ride upon ? No,what then, 
though it be an hard and a ſore ſickneſs that you muſt ride 
cn yet if it carry you home to rour Father, why ſhould you 
be unwilling to dye? Now the only way to be willing to di?z 
is to get aſſurance of our intereſt in Chriſt, and of our own 
Salvation, For what is the reaſon that men are unwilling to 
dye,but becauſe they cannot tell where they ſhall land aiter 
death. Trxe, (fayes one, 1am laxching forth into the Ocean of 
Eternity,but ow what ſnore 1 ſhall land God knows? O that 1 might 
Irve one year more, one wmonetb more, yea one hour more, 1 1 bad 
aſſurence of Salvation ; And when that comes, then the {oul 
having thereb, claſped about & gotten Chriit into h1s arms, 
cryes out and ſays, Lord, now let teſ# thou thy Servant depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have ſeen thy Salvation. — 

5. Thzn alſolet him fet his houſe in order,make hisWil's 
and leave his Legacies to his Children, Friends; and Poſte- 
Tity . Shall Achizopbel when he hanged himſelf, ſet his houſe 
in order before he dyed, and ſhall notan ancient Chriſtian 
(ct his houſe and heart in order, make his Will, and Ikave 
his Legacies unto his Friends and Poſterity, 


GHAP, IV. 
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Velt. But what good thing ſtould th 01d mas leave, os 
grove unto bis poſterity by bis laſt Will 


Reaſ» 1, Why firlt, he mult be ſure to give his Soul unte ' 


God while he lives, fer if a man gires his Soul to the world 
and devil while helives what right hath heto give it unto 
God when he dyes ? IfI give awey an houſe or Land while 
Tlive, can T juſtly give it to another when Idyezand if give 


away my Soul to {1n, world, or devit while I live, hov! can t . 


juſtly give it unto God when1dye? it being a Maxime in 


the common Law, that Fepicss eapden rem guobus falſari- 


us ef. 
2, The: 
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2, Thenlet him leaye a good example unto his poſterity, 
2 good Example is a great Legacy ; thus a man ſpeaks when 
he is dead. as Abel dath, Zeb.11, ; 

3. And if he would leave ſome good thing unto his poſteri# 
ty,then let him leave his experiences,an old man 1s or ſhould 
be rich inexperience : an ancient Chriſtian is or ſhould be 
an experimental Chriſtian,when therefore he comes to dye, 
it is his work and duty to leave thoſe egperiences unto his 
Poſterity, 

4. Yea, then let him leave ſome good exhortations and 
admonitions with and upon, his Poſterity, ſaying, Come, O 
my Son, or Daughter, or Friend, Iam now going the way 


ef all fleſh, when Iam gone, 
1. Be ſure that you fear the Lord and keep his Command- 


| ments, for if you keep Gods Commaddments you ſhall have 


J the comfort of his promiſes, 


2. Be ſurealſo, O my Son, that you give your firſt and 
beſt unto God, for God is the fir{t and beſt of Beings, andif 
you honour the Lord with your ſubſtance, and with the firſt ſrnits 
of all your encreaſe, then ſhall your Barns be filled with plenty, and 
your preſſes ſhall burſt forth with zew Wine, Prov,3.10, And 
why? ſhould you not give your firſt time and beſt of your Aﬀ 
unto God, who hath given his beſt and only Son unto you, 
If yon ſerye God while you are young, God will bleſs you 


| when you are old! and if you come unto him when you are” 


young, you may build onit, that he will not forfake you 
when you are old, Thus Davidargued, Pſal,71.18, For ſabe 
me 01,0 God, now I ans 01d anl graz-beaded, Why? ver, 1 7,thou 
Baſt taught me from my youth, ver. 5, for thou art my bope, 0 
Tord God, thou ar: my truf from my youth. God is engaged (it 
ſeems by this argumentation) to thoſe that are gocd while 
they are young, to ſhew mercy to them when they are old, 
The hand ofa Child may pull up a plant when it js young & 
tender, but if it grows to a Tree all the Horſes in the Town 
cannot pluck it up : ſo in regard of (in, let your mortifica- 
tion of fin therefore begin betimes. If the paper b= clear: 


and clean you may write any thing on it, but if other things 
he (cribled on the piper, it is then unfit to receive any wris 
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ting or impretlion : ſo in regard of the impreſſions of good 

Upon the Soul and heart, T.et your virication therefore ang 

"=" begin betimes, Thus lt your firſt be given unto 
od. 

3. And though you have not ſo great parts and gifts as, 
otÞers, have, yet let your delires of good be as full as any 
oth-rs, what you want in expreJion make up in affection, 
when nature is wanting in one thing, it upplies it in ano- 
ter, The blind man hath the beſt memory, and that God 
WAich gives you a heart to d-fire, will give you yourhearts 

::£2, & if your parts be taller by head and ſhoulders then 
eters, then expett envy, and pray much for humility, 
_ 4. Incaſe you fin atany time (as you will often) then be 
iure, Qmy Children, that you delay not your repentance ; 
for the green wound is moſt eafily cured, The Thief in- 
ded was converted at the lat, but it was as ſoon as he was 
called : ſome come in at the laſt hour of the day, but they 
cone when they are called, new you are called to day, an& 
Therefore defer not till the morrow, | 

5. Let your company be good, for every man is as the 
CO:wpany of his choice is, Solomon faith, Eccl.12, Remember 
zFy Creator in the dayes of thy youth, which if you pleaſe you 
may read according to the Hebrew, inthe dyes of thy choice 
or choices, becauſe in the dayes of youth, a man makes choice 

of his Trade or Calling : then he makes choice of his Religi- 
on :then he makes choice of his Wife, and then he makes 
choice of his Company. Now then, my Son, havea care of 
theſe choices, : 

6. And let your diſcourfe be alwaves ſeaſoned with ſalt, 
tor by zour words you ſhall be juſtifiel, and by your words you ſhall 
$e condemned at the laft day, ſayes our Saviour, for Sermo Index 
4::in1i, words are the Index of the mind, a good Soul never 
livesat the fign of il} ſp.eci, : 

7. Ard as for the world and the things thereof, though 
you may pray for much,yet you mult be content with little, 
The way to have a mercy or bleſling is to be content to go 
without it, & the way to avoid any evilis to ſubmit to it, 6 
to remeye itis to ble Gyd oy2r5 is, as Fog did, + IL ot 

. 
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8. Let your Recreation, O my Children, be ſparing, for 
they are but Condimentum your ſauce, and not 2utramentunls 
our nouriſhment, your Cordial and not your diet, 

g. Of all Books ſtudy the Bible, of all duties be much in 
prayer, of all graces exerciſe faith, of all dayes obſerve the 
Lords day, and of all things in Heaven or Earth be ſure that 
cou get an interelt in God by Jeſus Chrilt. 

10, And by any means, O my Children and Friends, [es 
bratherly love continue, for love is the fulfilling of tbe Law ; who 
can break a faggot when the ſticks are joyned together by 
the eommon Band? but if the ſticks be parted, how eaſily are 
they all broken ? and what is the reaſon that ſuch judicial 
breaches are made upon us, but becauſe our pr ide and want 
of love doth make ſuch ſinful breaches among us. Cyprian 
tells us that the diviſions and difſentions of the Churches 
was the caule of the perſecution in the primitive times, for, 
ſaid he, Thoſe evils bad not come to the brethren, if 1be brethren 
þad been united or animated into one, But lam ſure that our 
Saviour Chrilt ſaith, By this . ſhall all men know that ye are my 
Diſciples if you love one another, and Fohnthe Diſciple of love 

{aith, By this ſhall you know that you are tranſlated from death to 
life becauſe you love the Brethren* See therefore that you love 
the Brethren, and that becauſe they are Brethren, For po(- 
ſibly a man may love thoſe that are good, yet not becauſe 
they are goad, for then he would love them better thatar 
better, and thoſe beſt that are beſt : if you love thoſe tha 
are good it 1s well, yet this may be from ſome ſelf concern- 
ment, and your loye then will be narrowed and your affe&ti- 
ons monopolized by ſome only of your own perſwaſfonor 
relation, but if you love thoſe that are good, becauſe th 
are good, this is better, for then you wall love all that is 
good, though of ſome different perſwaſion from you : for, 
a quatenus ad omnia, from all to all,is: a good conſequence, 
Thus therefore, O my Sons, let your love be ſtated, conti- 
nued, and increaſed, tywards men, but above all be ſure 
that you love Jeſus, alſo for Jeſus, Jeſus is hardly loved for 
Jes, but do you love Chrilt for himſelf, ard let the only 


| Meaſure of your loye be to know no meaſure, Thus let 
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the old man do anddye, and as he lived by Faith, he ſhaydys 
in the Faith, 

And as Motiyes unto all theſe things let the old man con- 
t:der, 

1, That in ſo doing he ſhall leave a ſweet perfume behind 
him, and many ſhall bleſs God for bim when he is dead, 

2, That there isenough in Heaven to pay for all his pains 
here on Eartb. 4 

3. That he is not ſo weak; but ne is ſtrong enough to ſin, 
and ſhall we be ſtrong to fin and not to ſerve. 

4. That it may be it was late ere he came into Gods | 
work,and if you played away the forenoon of your age, will 
you not work the harder in the afternoon. 

5, That God will accept from youth and old age, from 
youth becabſe it is the firſt, and irom old age becauſe it is the 
laſt, and from much weakneſs, 

6. That Gods promiſe is very full, for he hath promiſed 
and ſaid, Thou ſhalt coms to thy gravs in a full old age, and as a 

ckof corn cometh inhis ſeaſon, Job.5.26. yea, he hath pro- 
miſed that thoſe tht are planted in the houſe of the Lord, ſhall 
flouriſh inthe Courts of our God, they ſpall bring forth fruit in old 
Age, they ſhall be fat and flouriſhing, Pſal,g2 13,14, 

7. That thus they ſhall not be afraid todye, but ſhall ſay, 
with that good man dying, I have not ſo lived that I am afraid 
zo dye, but I have ſo learned Chrift that I am not afraid to dye, 

$, Yea, and thus ſhall his old Age be a good old Age, and 
he ſo number bis day? v (it is not ſaid his years, nor his meneths, 
nor his weeks, but,dayes, for his life is ſo ſhort, that it is 
rather. to be numbred by dayes then by years,or moneths, 
of, weeks) goat he ſhould apply hi heart unto wiſdome, 
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